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A Plan by Which the Coun-
try Is Always Prepared,
but on a Peace Dasis.

Hy WILLIS FLETCHER JOHNSON

ﬁ ESERVES are the recognized military

need of America. We have a good
jing army; how good everybody
vealized who saw recently that clean
i efficient aoth Infantry, home

furcy €
h;:: A . march along Broadway. We
— ood organized militia, as also
was real w those who saw the New York
thoof t stional guard escorting the joth
regula owever good their quality
what are they o quantity?

We ¢ jing army, all told. of fewer
than en. That means a mobile field
jorce | st, 50 We have an organ
jred a fewer than 128,000 on the rolls
In ¢a et ¢t actual force in the field
woul ire tl 00,0¢ We tl
have 4 L tary rce o1 150,00
10 gua and b fronticrs, or the
one ilone may need guarding,
and 1 he Panama Canal, Porto
Rico. A | i and the Philippines
Upo i ¢ statement of the fact no com
men! nece

I THE MEN, BUT THEY LACK

CAN GEI
IRAINING

Mr. | us, it is true, that if the
{ President uld call for a mullion men at
8 dawn he weuld have them at nightfall. It
cuite pos e 1t st would those million
men be worth? They v uld 1 wen without
arms ar thout knowledge of arms; witl
out untfor: ¢ any other eguipment; without
knowledge litary drill, discipline or tac
ties and w it officers capable of imparting
hat knowledge. As Mr. Bryan now talks, so
leRere Macdizon and Clay talked in 18i2—
shout 1t ciNg a mer oliday parade for the
Kentechky to comquer Canada: for
the sequel 1 h recall the “devil-take-the
irr t A done i ':“C '||.'t!l"'|-|;
mial 1 g Hul ¢ r So the
Forw to I ists talked
mn 18 { e seqlL y whic nember Bull
Fun, = l e n 1BgB, with a
seauel ar C auga, at Tampa and else
not pleasant to recall. There

i on b more pernicious folly than to im
apine that patric srdor can fill the place ol
military 1 g that a peaceful citizenry
n transi #d4 into an cffective arimy in

By that

T ce e 1 reserves
t € arge body of men ac-

£ q and to military

tact y corld in a day be

to the lors with an assurance ol

ctive ice and with an adequate stall ol
icers of various grades Such a reserve
hould, in such a country as this, be
formed i ntained without conscription
and without disturbing industry by the whole-
sale withdrawal of men or the burdening ol
the peonle with enormous expenditures. The
sroblem of doing that is not. however, insolu
ble. It does not appear to be particularly dii-

A RESERVE ARMY SHOULD BE AN
EDUCATED ARMY

We must naturally look to the youth of the

nation and by preference to the educated and

even cultivated this preference
the reason suld be cbvious., An army of n
always stronger than one of
equal numbers of ignorant and ruft anly men,
smeasurably more likely to appre

vouth For

and it
cate the real function ol an army n & non

military nation and not to incline toward the

ake. Fducation is quite

PRCeSSATY r the offices It 15 eminently de-
] tirable the en
Recourse is therefore to be had to the youth

and particularly of our high
gratifying to ob
serve that many of the best high
hoys throughout the country main

ol our schiools
schools and colleges. It 1=
private
schools
tam a
and that in 1
I\ an amount «
This feature has been introduced
demic life partly, perhaps, through patriotic
motives, but efly. no doubt, because 1t 18
believed to have a beneficial efiect upon the
physical, mental and moral welfare of the boys
and young men, as it certainly has, Extension
of thic system is now suggested. New York
University is purposing to introduce it among
s thousands of students. President Schurman
of Cornell urges its adoption in all the land
grant colleges and universities. President Hib
ben of Princeton suggests that it be made a
ftature of

All these suggestions are good, but they are
bt sufficient. The non-land-grant colleges
ad universities should be included in the
But it should not be confined

» organization for all the pupils

ire than twoscore colleges there
{ military instruction and drill.
mto ac4

vacation life

Bovement, 100
by any means to institutions of collegiate rank.
Their numbers. or the numbers of their stus
dents. are too small. Perhaps they could fur-
nigh all the officers needed and more. But for
the rank and file of the reserve army we must
look 1o that overwhelming majority of school-
boys who never get as far as college.

Nor is the vacation proposal convincing.
Doubtless much work of immense value could
b¢ done during vacations by going into actual
famp life. But it must be borne in mind that
Bany could not do this, being compelled to
Work for a living during vacations or wishing
~if not needing—to spend the time in travel
8 in visiting elsewhere than at the school or
follege. Moreover—and this is a most serious
Sonsideration—things done in vacation are too

regarded lightly, in the aspect of a fralic,

4 this particular work is pre-eminently one
Which needs to be done with all possible seri-
Dusness of address and purpose and to be pur-
‘Mied, too, pari passu with those other branches
8 study and training which are to serve as a

balance to the militant instinct and are

to keep the subject a humane man while he
is being made an efficient fighter

CALLING THE ROSTER OF OUR POS
SIBLE CADETS

What. then, are the resources of our schools
or the purposes of a military reserve? Let
rom consideration the primary and
» gran r schools on account of the

youthfulness of their pupils. The older boys

of grammar schools ght indeed well un-
fergo come military instruction for their own
good. But it would be impossible to determine

with any degree of accuracy the number of
1 and it 1s obvious

bovs thi lihed by age

that the pe i of their instruction of this
kind would be brief. They must pass out into
the great : of citizens who have had little

in school and who must
f at all, subsequently by

lic and private high
and college prepara-

ch all the students
21} ds mental develop-

tory departments, in

are of suitable age

ment [or ternatic instruction and discipline
in the use of arms and in at least the rudi-
ments of military tactics, A census of these,
in round numbe would result substantially
4 1011
Pablic hmgh schools 500,000
Private high schools or seminaries 70,000
Public and private nor schools 20,000
College preparatory departments 40,000
I'otal 630,000

A certain proportion of these boys must be
counted out on account of physical disabili-
ties which would, disqualify them for military
service. A few more would be restrained from
the practice of arms because of the religious

scruples of themselves or their parents. We
may. however, conservatively reckon that
about two-thirds of the total enrolment, or

are it for military instruction
toward it,
length of courses in these
~¢ have yearly 100,000
recruits for the potential reserves. At the
end of fourteen vears, then, we should have a
notential reserve army ol 1,000,000 young men,
between the ages of eighteen and
twenty-ciglt years, with at least four years of
daily instruction and tramning in
military arts. By virtue of the fact that they
all nossessed at least high school educations,
they would constitute a veritable
it ic quite probable, too, that
a considerable proportion of them would, after
leaving school, voluntarily continue their mili-
tary exercises either by entering the organ-
ized militia or by privately practising target
shooting, riding, ctc. The summoning of such
a million men to the colors in an emergency
would therefore be a very different thing from
Mr. Bryan's vision of the President’s million
of a citizenry scarcely able to distinguish the
muzzle of a rifle from the breech. It would
be the summoning of a million men who would
be immediately available for service and who
in a few days would be as efficient as the un-
trained citizenry would be in as many months.

An army of a million men, with the rank
and file composed of high school graduates
with years of incessant military training, would
be uniquely [ormidable!

HOW THE COLLEGES WOULD CON-
TRIBUTE TO THIS ARMY.

s2y 40,000 boys,
and are at least not disinclined
Reckoning the

'~!.-_|!|.‘ at four years

chiefy

systematic

moreover,
corps d'elite.

A census of the institutions of higher learn-
ing would result substantially as follows:

Universities ann colleges ., ....0000.. 130,000
Professional schools 55,000
Total [85}000

It is rrobable that of these nearly as large
a proportion would qualify for military ser-

vice as of the high school boys. We must rec-

LION YOUNG M

N

IN WAITING

Our High Schools, Colleges
and Preps as Training
Camps for an Army.

mer calculation. Let us take, then, only 50.-
oo of our 185,000 collegians, or less than one-
third. Reckoning their courses at four years,
that means 12,500 a year. These men would
have had their four years of college training
in the preparatory schools, and in their four
years of college work could pursue advanced
military courses, hitting them to be officers in
the reserve army. We should then have at
the end of fourteen years to command our
million trained reservists 125000 ofhcers, or
{ar more than would be needed for all ranks,
ranging in age from twenty-two to thirty-two

years and having each at least eight years of

ognize, however, the fact that the college men
are drawn from the Ligh school boys, and it
will therefore be fitting to take a proportion
of these so small that it may be included with-
in the third or more of the schoolboys whom
we counted out, or so small that the deduc-
tion of it would not materially affect the for-

systematic military instruction and discipline,

Would the boys and young men like such a
cystem and take favorably to it? Of that there
can. | think, be no doubt, The average nor-
mal boy loves soldiering. Even before he
reaches his_"teens he loves to play with toy
soldiers and to parade with cap and drum. As
he grows older the inclination becomes more
marked. He covets a pistol or a gun. He or-
sanizes drills and sham battles among his
playmates. He exults in wearing a eniform or
even a mere badge or in carrying a banner.
Send him to a military school and see how
pleased he is! Many of our best private high
schools or seminarics now have military or-
ganizations, with uniforms, drill, bugle calls,

Notable Letters by Foremost Americans

Comtinurd from flirst poge
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A. LINCOLN

Indorsement on reverse of a letter of Lieu-
tenant James B. Jameson informing President
Lincoln that he has been ordered by the mili-
tary governor of the District of Washington
to report to him with twenty men to act as
escort:
inless !h'.

I believe | need ' ¢ort, and
Sec. of War direet 1O

noed atten
A. LINCOLN

July 1, 18G4

What Mr. McAleenan regards as one of the
most precious relics in his collection is a letter
of “Tad” Lincoln, the President's son, so often
photographed with his father. This curious
little note is written in a childish, unformed
hand and couched in boyish terms. It is writ-
ten on “Executive Mansion” stationery and
reads:

Mnnsion,

Washington
Oet, 6, 1864

kxecutive

Dear Gumpert

I wend |”"--"' ¢ to see you nbout the
carriage hill It war rent to me and 1 aint got
any mgney to | the man with

And Ohblidge

THOMAS LINCOLX,
Your frend
Al
At the outbreak ot the Civil War, in the

spring of 1861, Willilam McKinley, then in
his nineteenth year, was a clerk in the Poland,
Mahoning County, Ohio, postoffice. On June
11, 1861, he was enlisted at Columbus, having
gone there with recrnits, as a private in Com-

pany I, of the 23d Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
This regiment, one of the most famous of Ohio
organizations, included an unusually large
number of noted men, among them General
W. S. Rosecrans and R. B. Hayes, afterward
President.

The remarkable letter vrhich follows is dated
two months aftet the ‘irst engagement at
Carnifex Ferry, September 10, in which young
McKinley participated. It is written from the
winter camp where he was stadoned with his
regiment, and where, on the 15th of April of
that year, he received his first promotion,
commissary sergeant. “Young as McKinley
was,” said President Hzyes many years later,
“we soon found that in business and executive
ability he was of rare capacity, of unusual
and surpassing cleverness, for a boy of his
age. When battles were fought or service to
be performed in warlike things he alvays
took his place.” The letter reads:

Camp Union, st |‘..:-r‘||'-"-l”l'._ Va.,

December 15, 1861

Dear Sister and Brother: ;

Your letters were received to-duy and the peru-
sal of them gave me great plensure; in faet, |
was extremely plad to hear from you and espe
cinlly to hear that Mary was in A degree tm
urn\-;r-g I nlso received three paper for which
1 return my thanks, The box of tigars sent by
you was duly rec’d and are being smoked with
considerable composure, and at the same Lime
feeling grateful to the donor

Fhe news of Charley La lie's death and burial
« that one so young and buoy
whom |

teuly sueprised r
nt, engaged in so noble
hould judge would make
our Government's assistance, hould be =tric 1
down in the very incipiency of his carger; but
this is one of the imper able ways of the Al
m-.ght;.'. but we frail o +als must content our
selves with the reflec n that “the ways of the
Lord are not our ways,” and alsoe that the sane
are “passed finding out i
| had formed the opinien for what cauge [
know not) that the villagg of Poland, once the
“Athens of America’” was very dull and businass
considerably prostrated, but from conversation
with Lieutenant Botsford 1 find that business is
in mbout the watatus” as when | left, It seems
but a “few days™ since I left Poland, since 1
ceased to mingle with my dear friends and join
in their sportive amusements. love to retro-
speet the past. [ love to look back upon that
part of my life spent in Poland, Pl.'ﬂltg arly my
RS awhimm fpree and ot bt

A CAuse, one
valiant soldier for

en

T

i vlrilu;l.‘ hex taken place Lagt winter | wan
nstrueting the *Yeung Iden™ how to shoot; this
winter | stand r ly to do some shooting if
HECERSATY Although st present iy business
almost aa Toreign to shopotin & VOUrH.

It i now  permanently ded that we will
spend the winter 1n | teville, Va., and actuul
preparatjions are bheing made for the same A
fort being built upon an eminence conveniont
to the town for our protection and safety in case
of an nttael For my own part, if we are needed,
let us by all mesr remuin here Ay we have
hetter quartiers 1 we could get should we go
éluewhere I am ¢ comfortably situated
e if 1 were eler Loshie’s store.  Thers
has heen nothing transpired in Western
V. worthy of note for some time Citlzens
from cight and ten miles nround are f

Quarters tuking the oath of

stitution the United States
wid or nasist the |

i onlidence in their disposi
it ) believing were it not
t to Columbus or some
port, they would i take

rther, | believe thut were

Favetteville to.night they wou

' utmost of their ability

rd  from
n faet, no
ho has
May he
. und din-
whieh to quarter
I know of nothing more to write
whieh will interest you, so [ close, hoping to
hear from you soon and Mary's speedy recovery
fumily and regards to all

retreat;

casant place

for the winter.

Give my

Iy to all the

Respestfully

yours,
WM. M'KINLEY, JR

le, V., via Geoley Hrigade,
care WYuarter Master Mck.

Nirect to Fayett
23d Regt. Vol,, . 8. A,
The literary letters in the collection are nu-
merous, including most of the poets and au-
thors of England and America of the nine-
teenth century. Want of space prevents our
quoting any of these except a letter of Thack-
eray, a characteristic bit of humor. He writes
on mourning paper, declining an invitation to
dinner:
38 Onslow Sq..
Sunday
Dear Mrs. Arabin:
| have chossn this black.edged paper to denote
my grief that | am unable and ean’t go out to
dinner. Why, | think I have had to refuse 10
friends this week, and beliesve me, the person
who is most norg» of all is
~«ra {aithfully,
no o

-y mweene g

instead of bells for class signals and the like.
There is no question in the world about the
attachment of their students to them. It is,
as a rule, far stronger than that to non-mili-
tary schools. The average boy will unhesi-
tatingly choose for himself a military rather
than a non-military school.

Nor can there be any serious question as to
the value of such a system to the school and
ta the students, quite apart from the purpose
of providing a national reserve army. 1f war
and all possibility of its occurrence could be
absolutely abolished from the world it would
still be abundantly worth while to have the

military system in our schools tor the sake of
its physical, mental and moral benefits. Nor
are the benefits to the mental and moral
natures less marked. There is no saying
at once more trite and more significantly
true than that “Order is Heaven's first law.”
Not least important of all, be it observed that
this military training is to proceed from first
to last in intimate and inseparable connection
with all other studies, so that these latter will
hiave their tempering and qualifying influence
upon the martial spirit which may be devel-
oped by military practices, and so that the
young potential soldier may have it impressed
upon and ingrained into his mind that war
is the last reluctant resort of civilized man.
That suggests the constraining reason for re-
cruiting this reserve army from the most thor-
oughly educated portion of the population, in
order that it may posscss to the greatest possi-
ble extent the conservative and irenic virtues
and the least possible taint of the pugnacious
vices of a military establishment.

WHAT SU&H TRAINING WOULD COST
THE NATION.

The pecuniary cost of tuch a system to the
government, or to the nation, is properly to
be considered. It is obvious that the great
majority of the proposed reservists are already
what we may call the educational wards of the
state, being pupils in the public schools at
public expense. There would undoubtedly be
some additional cost for adding military in-
struction and equipment to the present high
school establishments, but thers is good reason
for thinking that it would pay to do so even
for purely educational and disciplinary pur-
poses, without regard to the military defence
needs of the nation. Certainly, that cost would
be so small as to be insignificant and negligi-
ble in comparison with the value of its results
in providing a reserve army.

There remain the private schools and co!-
leges, which would provide a minority of the
reserve, probably not more than 100,000 of
the total 450,000 of my foregoing estimate. In
might be considered fitting for the governmen¢
to make an allowance to these institutions of
so much a head for all studens who pursuec,
a prescribed course of military instruction ané.
discipline, under the supervision of officers of
the regular army. and who attained a satisfac-
tory degree of scholarship and proficiency in
arms and tactics. That allowance should be
determined by the actual cost of such work to
the schools. If it were as much as $50 a year
for each student, and it is not probable that
it coulC fairly be made to exceed that sum, the
total cost to the nation would be §5,000,000 a
year, or an increase of about 5 per cent of our
present army budget; surely not an excessive
sum for the training of a force larger than our
entire present standing army. Our West Point
cadets cost the nation about §1,000 a year
each, or twenty times as much as the estimated
cost of these soldiers and officers of the re-
serve. ’



